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Time for Change — Women Say No To Lisbon

The privatisation of health services and cuts that the Lisbon Treaty facilitates will
directly affect women. An example of this is what is happening now with cervical
smear testing. In 2008, the HSE awarded US company Quest Diagnostics a contract
to analyse smear tests — a company that had to pay out $40 million in fraud
settlements over the past 10 years and $302 million over faulty test devices.

There are consequences for women from this outsourcing. When smear tests are
analysed abroad indigenous laboratory expertise is lost and, worse for the women
concerned, their medical records are not readily accessible — or perhaps not
accessible at all.

If Lisbon is passed on Friday, we’ll get more of the same because Article 207 of the
treaty removes the veto governments now have on the EU’s international proposals
to liberalise health, education and social services. Keeping the power to veto
proposals could help us tthat would let even more multinationals make profits from
essential services.

In addition, Article 136 strengthens the EU’s powers to set policy for member states
who don’t adhere to the Stability and Growth Pact — the reason for the cuts
proposed by Colm McCarthy. This means more pressure to cut public spending. This
resulting cuts in services will directly affect women who are primarily responsible for
childcare and care of the elderly.

Proinsias De Rossa MEP has accused Women Say No to Lisbon of isolationism and a
lack of solidarity with the victims of people trafficking. We reject his false and
shallow accusations.

While he praises the Lisbon Treaty’s provisions for enhanced cross-border police co-
operation, we believe the needs of these women should be put at the heart of our
response to tackling trafficking. Policing targets the gangs responsible, but it does
not tackle the circumstances that bring women into their orbit.

Extreme poverty is a prime reason for this. And research shows that women from
Eastern Europe, where EU competition policies have devastated indigenous industry,
are one of the largest groupings to be trafficked into and through Ireland. The Lisbon
Treaty, if passed, would not help to alleviate the poverty which has brought them
here. Far from it. It reaffirms the primacy of competition: enterprises which can't
compete must be let close, whatever the social cost.



Lisbon is informed by the economic policies that have led to the crash. It would
deepen the race to the bottom and push more people into poverty and more women
into trafficking and the sex trade. Ireland has opted out of the policing provisions of
Lisbon. But opt out or opt in, more policing won’t change the poverty which drives
women into prostitution.

This treaty is out of date and out of step. It’s time for a change of direction. It’s time
to say No — again.
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